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VOICES    FROM    THE    ARMY. 


ANSWER  OF  GENERAL  SHERMAIST. 

Headqr's  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Atlanta,  Sept.  12,  1864. 
James  M.  Calhoun,  Mayor,  E.  E.  Rawson  and  S.  C.  Wells 
represmtmy  City  Council  of  Atlanta: 
Gentlemen:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  11th,  in  the  nature 
of  a  petition  to  revoke  my  orders  removing  all  the  inhabi- 
tants from  Atlanta.     I  have  read  it  carefully,  and  give  fuD 
credit  to  your  statetments  of  the  distress  that  will  be  occa- 
sioned by  It,  and  yet  shall  not  revoke  my  order,  simply  be- 
cause my  orders  are  not  designed  to  meet  the  humanities  of 
the  case,  but  to  prepare  for  the  future  struggles  in  wbich  mil- 
ions,  yea  hundreds  of  millions  of  good  people  outside  of  At> 
lanta  have  a  deep  interest.     We  must  have  peace,  not  onlv 
in  Atlanta,  but  in  all  America.     To  secure  this  we  must  stop 
the  war  that  now  desolates  our  once  happy  and  favored  coun- 
try.    To  stop  war  we  must  defeat  the  rebel  armies  that  are 
arrayed  against  the  laws  and  Constitution  which  all  must  re- 
spect and  obey     To  defeat  these  armies  we  must  prepare  the 
way  to  rea^ch  them  in  their  recesses,  provided  with  the  arms 
and  instruments  which  enable  us  to  accomplish  our  purpose. 


'  Now,  I  know  the  vindictive  natare  of  onr  enemy,  and  that 
we  may  have  many  years  of  military  operations  from  tiiis 
quarter,  and,  therefore,  deem  it  wise  and  prudent  to  prepare 
in  time.  The  use  of  Atlanta  for  warlike  purposes  is  inconsis- 
t-ent  with  its  character  as  a  home  for  families.  There  will  be 
no  manufactures,  commerce,  or  agriculture  here  for  the  main- 
ten^.nce  of  families,  and,  sooner  or  later,  want  will  compel  the 
inhabitants  to  go.  Why  not  go  now,  when  all  the  arrange- 
ments are  completed  for  the  transfer,  instead  of  waiting  till 
the  plunging  shot  of  contending  armies  will  renew  the  scenes 
of  the  past  month?  Of  course  I  do  not  apprehend  any  such 
tiling  at  this  moment,  but  you  do  not  suppose  this  army  will 
be  here  till  the  war  is  over.  I  cannot  discuss  this  subject 
with  yua  fairly,  because  I  cannot  impart  to  you  what  I  pro- 
pose to  do  ;  but  I  assert  that  my  military  plans  n)ake  it  neces- 
sary for  the  inhabitants  to  go  away,  and  I  can  only  renew  my 
offer  of  services  to  make  their  exodus  in  any  direction  as 
easy  and  comfortable  as  possible.  You  cannot  qualify  war  in 
harsher  terms  than  I  will. 

War  is  cruelty,  and  you  cannot  refine  it;  and  those  who 
brought  war  on  our  country  deserve  all  the  curses  and  male- 
dictions a  people  can  pour  out.  I  know  I  had  no  hand  ia 
making  this  war,  and  I  know  that  I  will  make  more  sacritices 
than  any  of  you  to-day  to  secure  peace.  But  you  cannot  have 
peace  and  a  division  of  our  country.  If  the  United  States 
submits  to  a  division  now,  it  will  not  stop,  but  will  go  otj  till 
WB  reap  the  fate  of  Mexico,  which  is  eternal  war.  The  Uni- 
ted States  does  and  must  a^^sert  its  authority  wherever  it  has 
power ;  if  it  relaxes  one  bit  to  pressure  it  is  gone,  and  I  know 
that  such  is  not  the  national  feeling.  This  feeling  assumes 
various  shapes,  but  always  comes  back  to  that  of  Union.  Once 
admit  the  Union,  once  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Na- 
tional Government,  and  instead  of  devoting  your  lionses  and 
streets  and  roads  to  the  dread  uses  of  war,  I  and  this  army 
become  Jitonce  your  protectors  and  supporters,  shielding  you 
from  danger,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may.  1  know 
that  a  few  individuals  cannot  resist  a  torrent  of  rrror  and 
pa^ion  such  as  swept  the  South  into  rebellion;  but  you  can 
point  out,  so  that  v/e  may  know  those  who  desire  a  govern- 
ment, and  tliose  who  insist  on  war  and  its  desolation. 

You  might  as  well  appeal  against  the  thunder-storm  as 
against  the  terrible  hardships  of  war.  They  are  inevitable, 
and  the  only  way  the  people  of  Atlanta  can  hope  once  niore 
to  live  in  peace  and  quiet  at  home  is  to  stop  this  war,  whicb 
€an  alone  be  done  by  admitting  that  it  began  in  error  and  is 
perpetuated  in  pride.  We  don't  want  your  negroes,  or  your 
horses,  or  your  houses,  or  your  land,  or  anything  you  have  ; 
bat  we  do  want  and  will  have  a  just  obedience  tQ  the  laws  of 


the  Unifed  States.  Tliat  we  will  have,  and  if  it  involves  the 
destruction  of  jour  inoprovenients,  we  cannot  help  it.  You 
have  Itt^retotore  read  public  sentiment  in  your  newspapers, 
that  live  by  falsehood  and  excitement,  and  the  quicker  you 
seek  for  truth  in  other  quarters  the  better  for  you. 

I  rej^eat,  then,  that,  by  the  original  compact  of  government, 
the  United  States  had  certain  rights  in  Georgia  which  have 
never  been  relinquished,  and  never  vill  be;  thau  the  South 
began  the  war  by  seizing  forts,  arsenals,  mints,  custom-houses, 
<Src.,  long  before  Mr.  Lincoln  was  installed,  and  before  the 
South  had  one  jot  or  tittle  of  provocation.  I,  myself,  have 
seen  in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi,  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  women  and  children  fleeing  from  your 
armies  and  desperadoes,  hungry,  and  with  bleeding  feet.  la 
Meuipliis,  Vicksburg,  and  Mississippi,  we  fed  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  the  families  of  rebel  soldiers  left  on  our  hands, 
and  whom  we  could  not  see  starve.  Now  that  war  comes 
home  to  yon,  you  feel  very  different — you  deprecate  its  hor- 
rors, bnt  did  not  feel  them  when  you  sent  car-loads  of  soldiei*s 
and  a'u munition,  and  moulded  shells  and  shot,  to  carry  war 
into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  desolate  the  homes  of  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  good  people,  who  only  asked  to  live 
in  peace  at  theij*  old  homes,  and  under  the  Government  of 
their  inheritance.  But  these  comparisons  are  idle.  I  want 
peace,  and  believe  it  only  can  be  reached  through  Union  and 
war,  and  I  will  ever  conduct  war  purely  with  a  view  to  per- 
fect and  early  success. 

Bnt,  my  dear  sirs,  when  that  peace  does  come,  yuu  may  call 
on  me  for  anything.  Then  will  I  share  with  you  the  laet 
cracker,  and  watch  with  you  to  shield  your  homes  and  fami- 
lies against  danger  from  every  quarter.  Now,  you  must  go, 
and  take  with  you  the  old  and  feeble ;  feed  and  nurse  them, 
and  build  for  them  in  more  quiet  places  proper  habitations  to 
shield  them  against  the  weather  until  the  mad  passions  of  men 
cool  down,  and  allow  the  Union  and  peace  once  more  to  set- 
tle on  your  old  homes  at  Atlanta. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 
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GKEAT  UNION  MEETING  IN  BROOKLYN.      ^* 

The    Brooklyn  Academy   ot    Music   was  overcrowded  oa 
, Thursday  night  last  by  a  higlily   intelligent  audience,  eom- 
vprising  a  large  proportion  of  ladies,  assembled  to  assist  the 
.Union  cause  and  do  honor  to  Major  General  Hooker.     Meet- 
ings were  held  outside  the  Academy.     The  stands  were  illu- 
minated.    Inside  the  Academy,  R.  M.  Griswold   presided. 
.Stirring  resolutions    were    adopted.     They     contrasted   the 
principles  of  the  Opposition  with   those  of  the  Union  party, 
and  declared  that  there  could  be  no  hesitation  by  loyal  nieii 
in  choosing  between  the  National  and  Secession  candidates  ; 
]  pledging  the  meeting  against  a  humiliating  and  a  foul  and 
^treacherous  betrayal  of  the  national  cause. 

Senator  Wilson  made  the  lirst  address,  urging  the  duty  of 
^  tile  people  at  this  hour.  While  he  was  speaking  the  audience 
recognized  General  Hooker.  Nearly  all  the  persons  pi'esent 
rose  to  their  feet,  cheering  and  waving  liats  and  handkerchiefs; 
,  and  the  scene  was  of  the  most  thrilling  interest.  The  General 
bowed  his  acknowledgments,  and  in  response  to  h)ud  calls, 
made  the  following  address  : 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am 
totally  unprepared  for  this.  I  cannot,  I  do  not  take  this  de- 
monstration, or  any  part  of  it,  to  myself.  I  atn  not  worthy  of 
this  reception.  [''Yes,  yes,  you  are  ;'' applause.]  lam  no 
more  worthy  than  any  of  you.  We  are  all  in  the  same  boat, 
fou  have  been  working  in  one  place  ;  I  have  been  working 
in  another.  [Applause.]  Your  victories  are  as  dear  to  us 
in  front  as  the  victories  in  the  front  are  dear  to  you.  The 
political  victories  of  last  fall — I  speak  from  full  knowledge — 
were  hailed  with  as  much  joy  and  enthusiasm  in  the  army  as 
&ough  they  had  been  achieved  by  the  army.  [Applause.] 
The  victory  in  Ohio  last  tall  was  so  hailed  and  I  hope  we 


may  hail  many  more.  I  hope  that  we  may  have  many  more, 
and  do  not  doubt  that  next  November  wo  will  have  one  of 
which  this  rebellion  has  furnished  no  parallel.  1  need  not 
tell  you  rhat  I  am  rejoiced  to  lind  such  an  asseinbla<^e  here 
to-night.  It  shows  it  is  '  all  right '  with  our  cause  and  our 
countjy.  iVo  revei*ee,  no  misfortune  can  befall  us  when  our 
peo(>le  are  animated  by  the  feeling  which  is  evinced  here  to- 
night. If  the  war  has  been  prolnnged,  it  has  not  been  from 
our  weaknest^,  but  it  has  been  from  our  consci<»us  strength. 
We  have  not  put  forward  all  our  energies  and  all  our  resources, 
although  we  have  employed  resources  that  have  amazed  the 
world.  But  the  North  has  not  made  (me  great  eflort  to  crush 
the  rebellion  by  a  single  blow.  It  could  do  it,  and  it  can  do  it 
any  day  it  moves  for  that  purpose.  [Cheers.]  The  i)eople  in 
the  loyal  States — and  I  am  glad  to  say  it — the  ])eo{)lt'  have 
been  in  advance  of  the  authorities  in  all  this  rebellion.  Let 
us  go  on  until  we  reach  the  end,  and  the  end  is  not  remote. 
I  am  rejoiced  to  meet  you,  and  meet  you  und^r  such  auspi- 
cious circumstances.  Tidings — gloriouv-s  tidings — reach  us  from 
all  of  the  armies.  The  work  goes  bravely  on.  There  are  no 
Copperheads  in  the  army.  [Great  applause.]  The  troops 
will  tight  well,  and  they  will  vote  well.  Moj-e  devotion,  more 
loyalty  neverauimated  the  hearts  and  the  hands  of  men  more 
brave.  [Renewed  applause.]  I  thank  you  most  kindly  for 
the  kindness  you  have  received  me  with  to-night.  I  am  un- 
worthy of  it.  In  my  humble  capacity  I  have  never  failed 
to  do  my  duty,  and  do  not  intend  to  fail  now.  I  wish  you 
all  good-night." 

There  was  long-continued  cheers  after  the  General  retired. 

GENERAL  HOOKEK  IN  NEW  YORK. 

General  Hooker  on  the  same  night  visited  the  Union  League 
Club  of  New  York,  and  was  welcomed  by  a  large  number  of 
members.  Major  General  Hooker  taid  :  "This  Union  must  be 
preserved,  and  there  is  no  way  of  preserving  it  but  by  the 
power  of  our  arms — by  fighting  the  consj)iracy  to  death. 
This  rebellion  is  tottering  while  I  speak;  it  is  going  down, 
and  will  soon  tumble  into  ruin." 


iLIEUT.  GEN.  GRANT'S  LETTER. 

b'  :i  Hi.  i,'  '  ^-  't"'^    - 

""'  IIeadquarters  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  \ 

^*  City  Point,  Virginia,  August  16,  ISGi.      J 

Hon,  E.  B.  Wa6Hburne  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  state  to  all  citizens  who  visit  me  that  all  we 
want  now  to  insure  an  early  restoration  of  the  Union  is  a  de- 
termined itnity  of  sentiment  in  the  North.  Tiie  rebels  have 
now  in  their  ranks  their  last  man.  The  little  bojs  and  old 
men  are  guarding  prisoners,  guarding  railroads  aiid  bridges, 
and  forming  a  good  part  of  their  garrisons  for  intrenched  posi- 
tions. A  man  lost  l)v  them  cannot  be  replaced.  Tliey  have 
robbed  the  cradle  and  the  grave  equally  to  get  thnr jpr esent force. 
Besides  what  the^i  lose  in  frequent  skirmishes  and  battles,  they 
are  now  losing  from  desertion  and  other  causes  at  least  one 
regiment  per  day.  With  this  drain  upon  them  the  end  is  not 
far  distant,  if  we  will  only  he  trite  to  ourselves.  Their  only 
hope  now  is  in  a  divided  North.  This  might  give  them  rein- 
forcements from  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Missouri, 
while  it  would  weaken  us.  With  the  draft  quietlj  enforced, 
the  enemy  would  become  despondent,  and  would  make  but 
little  resistance.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  enemy  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  hold  out  until  after  the  Presidential  election. 
They  have  many  hopes  from  its  effects.  Thay  hope  a  counter 
revolution.  They  hope  the  election  of  the  peace  candidate : 
in  fact,  like  Mickawher,  they  hope  for  "something  to  turn  up." 
Our  peace  friends,  if  they  expect  ijeace  from  separation.^  are 
much  mistaken.  It  loould  he  hut  the  heginning  of  war^  with 
thousands  of  Northern  men  joining  the  South,  because  of  our 
disgrace  in  allowing  separation.  To  have  peace  on  any  terms, 
the  S(nith  would  demand  the  restoration  of  their  slaves  al- 
ready freed.  They  would  demand  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained, aiidtJiey  would  demand  a  treaty  which  icmld  uialte  the 
Worth  slam  hunters  for  the  South.  They  would  demand  pay, 
or  the  restoration  of  hvqyj  slave  escaping  to  the  North. 

Yours,  truly, 

U.  S.  GPwANT. 


.u%, 


VOICES  FROM  THE  ARMY. 


Maj.-Grn.  Meade  :  "Dismissing,  as  now  useVss  to  discuss,  all  ques- 
tions as  lo  the  origin  »  f  th's  war,  we  have  d  ^^  y  muI  Ijoiirly  ev  dences 
that  it  exists  a-d  th  tt  it  can  ontij  be  terminated  by  lard  fighiing,  and 
by  determined  efforts  to  overcome  the  aimed  cnt-mies  of  ibe  Govern- 
ment." 

Maj.-Gen.  Burnside:  "Would  it  cot  be  c-wr^rdly  for  us  to  say 
that  t'lis  rebellion  cannot  be  crushed,  and  the  authoiity  of  the  Govern- 
ment suc-t  dned  ?  Tiiere  is  in  my  mind  no  que-ti^n  of  it.  There  can 
be  no  such  th  ng  «s  laying  dowu  of  arms  or  cessruion  of  hosiililies, 
until  ihe  entirr!  an  hority  of  the  Governuient  is  acknowledged  by  every 
citizen  of  our  couniry." 

Maj.-Gsx.  Logan  :  "The  greatest  victory  of  rhe  rebels,  greater  than 
fifty  M.jjia-«sase-,  and  iheir  only  one  that  can  give  them  a  panicle  of 
hope,  will  be  to  defeat  their  war  party  at  t'le  incoiniDg  cam^.taign." 

Maj.-Gen.  Wool:  "Nothing,  for  ought  th-\l  I  can  discover,  will 
save  the  Uuion  and  its  Government  but  the  tucjesses  of  Graut,  Sher- 
man, Faricigui,  aiid  Sheridan." 

Maj.-Gen.  Shkrman:  "To  stop  the  war  we  must  defost  the  robe 
avmits  that  a  e  arrayed  agaiu&t  tUe  laws  aad  Con:»titution,  which  all 
must  resp  ci  and  <  bey." 

Maj.-Gen.  Dix :  ''It  has  been  my  conviction  from  the  beginning 
that  we  can  huvo  no  honorable  peace  until  th-.'  i.-isurgent  armies  are 
dispers-d  and  th.^  le  id.-rs  of  the  reballion  ex,»elled  f:oin  the  couutry. 
I  believe  th  tt  ->  Cf.*sa  ion  of  hostilities  would  lead  ineviiably  and  di- 
rectly to  a  rerogiitiun  of  the  insurgent  Stat-s;  and  when  1  s-ay  this  I 
need  hardly  ^dd  that  I  can  have  no  part  in  any  p-jJiiical  moveinoDt  of 
which  the  Ohio  go  p  ntform  is  the  basis.  N*,  f  1  o\v-citiz -ns,  the  only 
hope  of  securing  .m  h  ^norable  peace — a  peace  which  shall  re  t  )re  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution — lies  in  a  steady,  per:>istent,  and  uni omit- 
ting pros;rcution  of  t^e  war." 

Maj.-Gen.  Sickels  :  '*  I  yield  to  no  citizen. or  s  »id;er  in  my  solicitude 
for  the  hun  rabK^  t.miriaiion  of  the  war.  Tne  war  was  deliberately 
begun  by  the  reb-i's,  and  is  persistently  waged  by  them  to  divide  and 
conquer  the  Uni.u.  It  is  not  so  strange  that  our  enemies  could  iind 
allies  amuug  EurOj^ean  antagonists  of  free  i..stitnti  )ris,  but  it  will  never 
ce  se  to  be  a  ma  ter  of  humiliation  and  wonder  th  t  C)ur  own  people 
should  be  serious  y  <livided  upon  the  question  o"*  submission  or  resist- 
ance. L^t  who  wdi  be  for  submission,  I  am  for  r.-s-st mc.^  as  long 
as  we  iiavc  a.  bat  a  ion  and  a  bactle-lield  left.  Until  the  Oon- 
stitut  on  a  id  laws  ae  vindicated  in  their  supremacy  tbrjughout  the 
land,  the  Govt-rnm  nt  should  be  confided  tj  no  hands  that  will  hesi- 
tate to  employ  ad  the  power  of  the  nation  to  put  down  the  rebellion." 
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Maj.-Gen.  Butler,  in  a  letter  to  Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  says:  "It 
seem.-,  to  me  ihe  plain  duty  of  every  loyal  man  to  supp.)rt  the  eieclion 
of  Lincoln  and  Johnson. 

Can  it  bf.  that  any  true  m  m,  especially  any  Andrew  Jaek.=on  Dem- 
ocrat, can  desire  ih  s  Government  put  intj  the  Jjaads  ot  the  Messrs. 
YalUmdigham,  Woods,  Sevrnmr,  Pendleton,  Long,  Harris,  Voorbces, 
and  their  surrounding!^,  Noith  and  South? 

The  concurrent  testimony  uf  prisoners,  deserters  and  refugees,  that 
the  rank  and  file  of  their  [ihe  leb'.l]  armies  are  in  tht^  con[i;i<^nt  exp  c- 
taiion  and  belief  in  the  promise)  of  their  lead^^rs,  th  it  this  will  be  fheir 
last  campaion,  th^t  the  nominees  of  the  Ghicngo  C)nventi'n  will  be 
elected  in  Nuvtmber,  and  that  the  independence  of  ihe  Coiiftdeiate 
States  will  be  acknowledged  and  a  treaty  of  peace  condnded. 

It  will  be  for  the  loyal  men  of  the  North  to  see  to  it  that  their  trea- 
son does  not  end  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  southern  leadeis,  aided 
by  the  ele -tion  of  Gen.  McOlellan  and  the  Chicago  plaiform. 

TL»e  war  will  extinguish  s'avery  whether  we  wisli  it  or  not.  Nay, 
it  has  extinguished  siaveiy  by  rendering  the  slave  worthless.  In 
Charleston,  to  day,  a  negro  can  be  bought  for  $3,000  in  Conf 'derate 
money,  which  srlis  for  830  for  one  in  gold,  making  the  vaiue  of  the 
negro  $100;  and  this  too,  with  cotton  at  $1.'75  per  pc/und  in  New 
York.  Before  the  war  the  same  negro  would  bring  $1,000  in  gold, 
with  cot. on  at  12  cents  in  New  York. 

Some  diffeient  system  of  labor  must  be  devised  for  the  southern 
country  in  thw  future,  and  peace  upon  any  terms,  even  the  acktiowl- 
edgmeuL  of  the  confederacy,  cannot  prevent  it. 

1  have  but  one  article  in  my  political  creed  at  the  present  time.  I 
amtbrashaip,  thorough,  and  dcisive  prosecution  of  tho  war  until 
the  authority  of  the  Union  is  acknowledged,  and  its  laws  obeyed  upon 
every  fojt  of  sjil  ever  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  Siates.  '* 

Maj.-Gen.  Curtis,  %.  rep-y  to  an  invitation  to  addre=^s  the  people 
upon  the  issues  involved  in  the  coming  Pivsidential  eleori:n,  b.^ing 
compelled,  (jWiUg  to  ofHcial  duties,  to  decline  said  invita  i  >n,  sivs  :  '•  1 
would  like  to  expose  [to  thepaople]  the  dangers  an  I  probabie  disasters 
that  wou'd  attend  a  change  of '  Oommander-in  Chief"*  just  a^  we  are 
exerting  all  the  national  power  to  close  out  a  most  desperate;  war.  I 
would  like  also  to  show  how  pernicious  such  a  change  wo'ild  be  in 
view  of  the  tender-footed  war  policy  enunciated  by  Gen-ral  M-.Ciellan, 
in  his  tbolisti  tetter  to  the  President,  written  io  front  of  R  chraond.  I 
would  Ilk-?  to  dinounce  the  Democratic  platform  that  expresses  *■  sym- 
'patlvj''  ins  ead  oi commendation  for  soldiers  who  ha.ve  four/ht  and  wmi 
victories  for  thtrir  country,  and  ask  the  honor  due  to  victors,  and  des- 
pise the  '  syrtvpathij'*  of  the  wurld, 

I  consider  Air.  Lincoln's  election  perfectly  certain,  and  the  only  ob- 
ject should  be  to  keep  Congress  and  the  State  Gomrnments  also  truly 
loyal.  We  want  the  Ballot  Box  to  show  a*  strong  support  to  the 
Army." 

jiiij  Qi  aoU&SL  »riJt  lo  i/jwoq 


